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BACKGROUND 

	

Houses, businesses and land within the Parish of Clarborough and Welham have been 
flooded as a result of surface water flooding on a number of occasions. Parish records 
show this has occurred several times in the past decades. Most recently there was 
significant flooding in June 2006 and, to a lesser degree, in June 2014.  

Flooding of property brings distress to those affected who may be unable to occupy their 
home for several months; it affects businesses and it is costly even when the loss is 
insured. Uninsured events can result in loss of home and closure of business. 

This document is intended to be a reference for parishioners, who may be at risk of 
flooding of their properties. It is also a record of the actions that may be possible to 
mitigate the extent of flooding in the Parish. Responsibilities for actions lie with a variety of 
bodies and these responsibilities are also set out in the document. 

This document enlarges on the actions the Parish Council agreed to undertake on the 
adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan. These are copied in Appendix 1   

 

Surface water (also known as pluvial) flooding   
Surface water flooding occurs when intense rainfall (typically greater than 30mm/hr),  
often of short duration, is unable to permeate into the ground or enter drainage systems  
quickly enough, resulting in ponding or overland flows. It can cause considerable problems 
in built areas. Surface water flooding can also originate from rural areas where high 
intensity rainfall can run off land without entering land drainage systems.  
  
Flooding from surface water can be hazardous due to its depth, velocity of flow and rapid  
occurrence. It can be difficult to predict and pinpoint, much more so than river or coastal 
flooding.   
 
[Refer here to a map to show the areas affected by the surface water flooding in 2007 and 
the likely flows of water from the land into the Parish]. 
 
Riparian Ownership  
Landowners, householders and businesses whose property is adjacent to a river or stream  
or ditch are likely to be riparian owners with responsibilities. If a property adjoins a  
river or stream then the property owner is likely to be a riparian owner, owning the land up 
to the centre of the watercourse. The Land Registry details should confirm this.  
Riparian owners have a right to protect their property from flooding and erosion but in most  
cases will need to discuss the method of doing this with the Environment Agency (EA). 
They also have responsibility for maintaining the bed and banks of the watercourse and 
ensuring there is no obstruction, diversion or pollution to the flow of the watercourse. Full 
details can be found in the EA document ‘Living on the Edge’  
[include the web link]. 
 
In Clarborough and Welham, riparian owners will be those whose properties are adjacent 
to Howbeck. [are there other watercourses in the Parish where the principle of riparian 
ownership applies?]. This strategy sets out the actions that may be possible along 
Howbeck and the impact on riparian owners. 
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Homeowner’s Responsibility 
It is a homeowner’s responsibility to protect their property from a flood risk. If a property 
owner feels their property is at risk of flooding they will be well advised to take as many 
measures as possible to make their home more flood resilient. Sadly, this will not stop 
flooding but may limit the amount of damaged caused by any future flooding. (Please see 
section Responsibilities – Homeowner below).  

 
Sandbags 
[Set out how householders can obtain sandbags and sand at short notice. Refer to supply 
at Village Hall. Note: some District Councils provide free bags to builders merchants and 
householders can pay for the merchant to deliver sand and bags. Has BDC any such 
arrangements?] 
 



	

	4	

RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Homeowner 
Bearing in mind the history of flooding in the Parish as well as the changing climatic  
conditions, it would be prudent to think that flooding will occur again. Therefore, anyone 
living in properties that have been flooded should consider making their properties more 
flood resilient which may limit the amount of damage that is caused if and when flooding 
occurs.  
There are many products available commercially that will assist householders to make 
their  
property more flood-resilient. These measures can be expensive but they may alleviate the 
eventual cost of repairs:  
  

• Changing timber floors for concrete ones  
• Laying ceramic tiles instead of linoleum or thermoplastic material     
• Replacing wood skirting boards with flood-proof material  
• Walls re-plastered up to 1 metre above floor level with Limelite Renovating 

plaster  
• Fitting new downstairs internal doors with frames and linings fitted for easy 

removal.  
• Installing all main electrical appliances (fridges etc) and kitchen units on plinths  
• Raising electrical sockets above possible flood levels  
• Fitting double check valves to waste systems to prevent backing-up of foul 

waste  
• Fitting flood proof doors or flood guards on all external doorways 
• Installing flood proof airbricks 
• Maintaining a stock of large plastic boxes, into which valuables, items with a 

sentimental value and water vulnerable items like books can be placed at short 
notice. 

 
For information, a directory of flood protection products and services is available at 
http://www.bluepages.org.uk/.  The Parish Council does not endorse these products or 
services. 
 

In case of Emergency  
• Identify a place where you, your family and your pets can be safe.  
• Gather essential items together.  These include warm clothes, blankets, regular 

medication, a torch, food supplies, a mobile phone and a battery operated or wind-
up radio.  

• Move electrical items and valuables to a first floor or higher position. 
• Know where to turn off gas, electricity and water supplies at the mains.  
• Cooperate with the emergency services if evacuating your home is necessary.  
• Stay tuned to local radio.  

  
Floods can kill. NEVER attempt to walk or drive through any depth of floodwater.  
 

Parish Council 
The Parish Council and local residents play an important role in managing flood risk at the 
community level. The responsibilities are not statutory and the Parish Council will review 
its actions in the light of experience and available resources. 
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The Clarborough and Welham Parish Council will: 
 

• Prepare and revise this Flood Prevention and Flood Management Strategy. 
• Encourage each household in areas of the Parish that have suffered from flooding to 

have its own flood plan.  
• Appoint and support a local Flood Warden and Deputy Wardens.  
• Monitor local watercourses and drains and report any work that is required 
• Expedite the appropriate authority to complete regular and exceptional maintenance 

activity required to manage flood risk 
• Gather information on flooding by reporting any flood incidents in the Parish.  
• Find out about Partnership Funding. Under the new partnership funding system, flood 

alleviation schemes may be able to proceed if additional funding can be raised 
locally to supplement national funding.  

 
• Ensure the sand and sand bags in the Village Hall car park are available and 

replaced when required. 
• Notify Bassetlaw District Council of any elderly, disabled or vulnerable residents 

who live in property in an area that has suffered from flooding. Ensure the Council 
will respond to these residents’ needs in the event of a flood or flood alert. 

 
• Work with Bassetlaw District Council and Nottinghamshire County Council to 

identify responsibilities and opportunities associated with flood prevention and 
management. Through these authorities link with the Environment Agency and any 
other agency with responsibilities that may impact of flood prevention and 
management. Also, resolve with these authorities any issues of uncertainty or 
disagreement. 

 
NOTE: The Environment Agency has a pro forma community flood action plan which can 
be used as a more detailed reminder of the actions to be taken in the community in the 
event of flood or potential flood 
 
Flood Warden 
The responsibilities of the Flood Warden are broadly: 
 

• to work on issues and ideas related to flood prevention and management and  
• to report to the Parish Council on progress and barriers to implementation of the 

Flood Prevention and Management Strategy.  
 
In particular, the Flood Warden will: 
 
Ensure flooding events have been reported to Bassetlaw District Council 
Liaise with other Flood Wardens and villages locally to establish any areas for joint action 
or implementation of best practice 
Sign up to the Environment Agency’s Floodline Warnings. 
Develop a process to ensure householders in areas of the Parish where flooding has 
occurred are alerted of any flood warning. 
 
Nottinghamshire County Council 
 
Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) is the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for 
Nottinghamshire and has a number of roles and responsibilities for flood risk management 
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under the Act, the Regulations and other national legislation.  These are displayed on their 
website and the content at May 2017 is copied in Appendix 2. 
 
The County Council also has current projects, which are also copied in Appendix 2 
 
[More work required here: 
Future plans affecting C&WPC. 
Need for meeting with NCC] 
 
 
Bassetlaw District Council 
The responsibilities of the Council are for local land drainage, which can include works to 
ordinary watercourses and other delegated powers. 
 
The Council has a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of August 2009, which is referred to in 
the following section on INITIATIVES 
[More work required here: 
Other Statutory responsibilities 
Work with Environment Agency 
Future plans affecting C&WPC. 
Need for meeting with Ian Davies]  
 
Water Companies 
The responsibilities of water companies include the management of flooding from sewers.  
 
The Environment Agency 
The responsibilities of the Agency for flooding include main rivers, the sea and reservoirs. 
None of these are present in the Parish. 
 
Highways England 
The responsibilities of Highways England for flooding include motorways and trunk roads. 
None of these are present in the Parish. Nottinghamshire County Council is responsible for 
flooding of other adopted roads. 
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INITIATIVES 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
The development of the Neighbourhood Plan identified that risk of flooding was a major 
concern of those responding to the consultation opportunities. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan includes Policy 5: Reducing the risk of flooding. It highlights: 
 

1. Development, which is consistent with other development plan Policies  
within Clarborough and Welham, will be supported where it can be 
demonstrated that the scheme will not have a detrimental impact on surface 
water run-off and sewage discharge networks in the village. 

 
2. Development in flood sensitive areas and those which feed into flood 

sensitive areas will be designed and constructed to prevent any increase in 
the level of flood risk on the site. 

 
3. The development proposed should be self-sufficient through the 

incorporation of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems. 
 

4. Development will only be permitted where it does not result in the loss of an 
open watercourse. 

 
5. Development which utilises permeable surfacing will be encouraged  

 
The Neighbourhood Plan Justification for a policy on flooding is available in Section 16 of 
the plan, paragraphs 150 to164 inclusive. 
 
This strategy supports these statements about development. 
 
Bassetlaw District Council and the Environment Agency 
 
1. The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment of August 2009 refers to Clarborough (and 
Hayton) and Welham in two separate sections (pages 74 to 77). Maps (Figures 5-19 and 
5-20) are displayed which show the flood risk from 3 levels of water (1metre, 0.3m and 
0.1m). These maps were also included in the Neighbourhood Plan (Map 9 and Map 10 on 
pages 59 and 60).  “Key Points” are identified for each area as follows: 
 
Key Points from Figure 5-19:  
Land drainage capacity problems in Hayton and Clarborough are exacerbated by the amount  
of infill development that has previously taken place.   
Flood Risk Assessments for development in areas at “more risk” of surface water flooding  
should pay particular attention to run-off from surrounding areas, due to the typically clayey  
and relatively impermeable nature of the ground. The development proposals should be  
shown not to be at risk of flooding in a 100 yr + climate change rainfall event.  
Flood Risk Assessments and Drainage Impact Assessments should make reference to the  
capacity of the receiving drainage network. The proposals should be shown not to be at risk  
of flooding from overloaded sewers. Development proposals should be shown not to  
exacerbate the existing sewer capacity problem.  
The River Idle defended flood outlines for 100 year with climate change and 1000 year  
events do not encroach on the villages  
Flood risk associated with smaller watercourses and drains in the villages should be  
considered in Flood Risk Assessments 
 
 Key Points from Figure 5-20:  
 Land drainage capacity problems in Welham are exacerbated by the amount of infill  
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development that has previously taken place.  
 Flood Risk Assessments for development in areas at “more risk” of surface water flooding  
should pay particular attention to run-off from surrounding areas. The development proposals  
should be shown not to be at risk of flooding in a 100 yr + climate change rainfall event.  
Flood Risk Assessments and Drainage Impact Assessments should make reference to the  
capacity of the receiving drainage network. The proposals should be shown not to be at risk  
of flooding from overloaded sewers. Development proposals should be shown not to  
exacerbate the existing sewer capacity problem.  
Flood risk associated with smaller watercourses and drains in the village should be  
considered in Flood Risk Assessments  
 
These maps and the location of flooding may allow further work on very specific plans for 
the Parish. [Large scale versions of the maps will be required to be useful for this purpose] 
 
2. Bassetlaw District Council and the Environment Agency have developed a plan to 
improve the waterflow along Howbeck, below Main Street, in Clarborough. 
[details required from BDC] 
 
Further Research and Future Opportunities 
Other communities have devised schemes to reduce the risk of flooding. These include: 

• working with landowners and farmers on land usage with the objectives of pooling 
water and / or reducing the rate of flow of water through watercourses. Facets of 
this approach include planting, clearing and deepening ditches and several other 
techniques. 

• engineering the watercourse to include lagoons (pools or lakes) which are created 
temporarily on land that is otherwise used for farming or recreation 

• re-instating natural features such as dams, reed beds, bogs that may have been lost 
or removed. 

 
These schemes require research to identify specific opportunities. They may then require 
expert input and therefore may require ‘seed-corn’ funding to bring to a state where they 
can be evaluated. 
 
In the longer term they will require significant amounts of resource to implement the most 
practical and effective proposals.  
 
Working in partnership with Nottinghamshire County Council, Bassetlaw District Council 
and other agencies may be one way to win support and resource for new initiatives. 
Developing expertise in applying for grants and partnership funding will be required. 
 
Work with Riparian Owners 
The existing watercourse(s) may offer the opportunity to prevent flooding if they are 
improved. Inadequate or inappropriate culverts, aggregation of rubbish along the 
watercourse, erosion and other developments may all need to be tackled.  
In some cases, the riparian ownership may be shared with the Parish Council, Bassetlaw 
District Council or the Highways Section of Nottinghamshire County Council. Two 
householders may have half the riparian responsibilities where the watercourse is the 
boundary of their properties. 
Establishing riparian ownership and identifying where action should be taken may be the 
first step in working with riparian owners. This may lead into identifying any funds available 
to support necessary work. 
 
Other ideas and schemes 
There may be other schemes appropriate to the mitigation of risk of flooding in the Parish 
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which are not here identified. They should be explored when identified. 
A Local Flood Group could be established to act as a creative force to bring ideas to the 
fore and to monitor the work and ideas set out in this strategy above. 
Work could be commissioned with other local parishes to save costs and to identify areas 
of joint interest. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Actions agreed by the Parish Council on the adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan in 
February 2017. 
 

The Parish Council will 

1.  Work with local farmers and landowners to implement flood mitigation measures. 
2. Undertake a survey of the village to determine where flooding has affected private 

and public properties over the last 15 years and the extent to which those properties 
have been affected. 

3. Work with residents to determine an approach to reduce or eliminate this flooding 
4. Work with BDC, Nottinghamshire County Council, Environment Agency, DEFRA 

and any other agencies which are able to assist, to identify the causes of the 
flooding in the Parish. 

5. Work with BDC, Nottinghamshire County Council, Environment Agency, DEFRA 
and any other agencies which are able to assist, in proposing solutions to the 
causes of the flooding in the Parish.  

6. Work with BDC, Nottinghamshire County Council, Environment Agency, DEFRA 
and any other agencies which are able to assist, in putting into effect measures 
which enact those solutions. 

 
 
  



	

	 11	

APPENDIX 2 
 
Nottinghamshire County Council roles, responsibilities and current projects  
(May 2017) 
 
The Council’s website states: 
 
Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) is the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA) for 
Nottinghamshire and has a number of roles and responsibilities for flood risk management under 
the Act, the Regulations and other national legislation.   
It is responsible for flood risk management from;  
• surface water,   
• groundwater; and   
• ordinary watercourses.   
Operationally as a LLFA, the County Council;  
• investigates flooding incidents,  
• develops Flood Risk Management solutions where viable and appropriate,  
• is developing a flood risk management asset database,   
• undertakes various land drainage activities, including consenting to works and enforcement on 
Ordinary Watercourses outside of Internal Drainage Board areas, and,  
• responds to planning applications for major developments as a statutory consultee on local flood 
risk management and drainage,  in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Development 
Management Procedure) (England) Order 201525 .  
It is also a Highways Authority and maintains drains and ditches that serve to drain the adopted 
highway.  
 
Current Funding of Flood Risk Management Projects   
 
Currently, we make decisions on where to invest using information on recent flooding incidents 
flood strategy documents, the source of flooding and available resources. Resources vary widely 
between different organisations, many of which are funded in different ways and have different 
priorities. For example,   
• We have secured a 5 year budget of budget of £600,000 per annum for capital schemes,  
following the flooding of 2007 and this includes nationally approved funding for large  
schemes in Hucknall and Southwell. Funding allocation for schemes are approved by the  
Transport and Highways Committee;  
• Bassetlaw District Council has recently delivered a scheme on The Canch in Worksop and jointly 
promoted the North Wheatley scheme with the County Council. They are investigating schemes in 
other locations, including Retford, Clarborough and North Leverton with Habblesthorpe and are 
taking forward a flood prevention scheme which involves the diversion of a water channel in 
Walkeringham;  
 
 
 


