
           

NLHA’s SPRING DAY - SCHOOL  
A MEDIAEVAL MISCELLANY 
 
Venue: Village Hall, Ravenshead, Notts NG15 9BN.     
Saturday 21st March 2015. Advance booking by the 
slip in The Nottinghamshire Historian magazine pre-
ferred but, as always, you may just turn up on the 
day. For further information ring  01509 820067. The 
fee is £7 for members of the NLHA/Thoroton Soc. £8 
for non-members (Cheques payable to NLHA). 
Our day school is set to be a very interesting day. 
Starting with Dr Claire Taylor 10.00am -11.00am 
‘King John and Magna Carta’ followed by Dr David 
Crook 11.10am -12.10pm 'Nottinghamshire and the 
Robin Hood Legend'. Breaking for lunch we will hold 
our AGM & our regular bookstalls will be on site all 
day. After the break we resume with Professor Mi-
chael Jones 2.00pm -3.00pm ‘The White Book of Southwell – a source for Nottingham-

shire history’ and completing the day is Dr David Mar-
combe 3.10pm-4.10pm : ‘The Green Man of Southwell: in 
history, legend and art.’ We hope that you can join us. 

  y @ 10am 
ANGEL ROW HISTORY FORUM 
A HISTORY MISCELLANY 
Cecil Roberts Room, Nottingham Central Library, 
1st Floor, Angel Row, Nottingham. Tuesday 19th 
May 10am - 12.00pm.  10am - 10.30am free re-
freshments and registration.  
Steve Zaleski and Peter Foster will present a view of Lenton 
during The Great War. Forum meetings are free and open 
to anyone with an interest in local history. 
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Working together ~ what we do best. 
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Welcome to one of our new members 
– Beauvale Priory 
 
The Priory, founded in 1343 by Nicholas de 
Cantilupe of nearby Greasley, was occupied 
by its silent order of Carthusian monks until 
the Dissolution of the Monasteries 200 years 
later.  
 
 

 
The Priory fell into disrepair over the centuries, but is 
now being restored by Anne and Tony Whyte. They 
moved to Beauvale Abbey Farm to be self-sufficient,  
but the Priory got into their blood and it has become 
their life’s work to restore and preserve it for future 
generations.   
The first two Catholic martyrs of the Dissolution were 
priors John Houghton and Robert Lawrence, who died 
for their faith, and were Canonised in 1970.  For some 
years the only time visitors could see the Priory re-
mains was if they took part in a Pilgrimage in memory 
of the Martyrs.  It was not open to the public. 
 
Now, thanks to Ann and Tony, visitors are welcome.  
There is a guided tour of about 45 minutes, when the 
restoration work so far completed can be appreciated, 
and plans for further restoration explained.  Although 

some work has been funded by 
English Heritage,  much of the 
work has been undertaken and 
funded by the couple.  An exam-
ple of this is the monks’ fishpond, 
now filled with water instead of 
weeds and scrub, and the farm-
house, once two cottages, which 
has been splendidly renovated. 
The grounds around which visitors 
can wander show clearly, without 
need for words, why the place is 
called Beauvale – beautiful valley.   
 

Un restored part of the gatehouse 

Exterior of the priory gatehouse 

Beauvale Priory farm & Tea Rooms 
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Part of the original Gatehouse, once the entrance to the completely enclosed Priory, has 
been restored and is now a lovely teashop, serving delightful home made food. The left-
hand side of the Gatehouse is next on the list for restoration.  This work will be partly 
funded by English Heritage, but the Whytes have to raise £20,000 as their contribution.  So, 
play your part – support the Priory by visiting, enjoying their food whilst you soak up the 
atmosphere and travel back to the time of the Carthusians.  The welcome afforded to visi-
tors is second to none.  
In addition to their normal opening on Weds to Sunday each week, several events take 
place at the Priory, including the Pilgrimage, and a Beer Festival. Parties, walkers – and 
dogs on leads – are welcome.  
Without Ann and Tony we would be denied the pleasure of experiencing Beauvale Priory – 

we hope readers will support their efforts.  Please 
see their website for much more about the his-
tory, how to get there, and for details of what’s 
on. www.beauvalepriory.co.uk 
Jenny Page and Jane Abrams 

 
 
 
 
We also warmly welcome the other new members who have joined NLHA 
this month, including 

 

St Mary Magdalene Church, Market Place Hucknall  
The church is currently undergoing major work on the South 
Transept, and when that is done visitors will be able to enjoy 
an innovative new exhibition about interesting features includ-
ing Byron’s tomb, his daughter Ada (who worked with Charles 
Babbage on the first computer) and the large number of  beau-
tiful stained glass windows by Kempe 
Further information adrian.sissons@monkie.co.uk and  

www.hucknall-parish-church.org.uk 
 
Friends of  Bestwood Winding House 
This living museum at the preserved 1876 Bestwood 
Colliery gives a fascinating insight into our industrial 
heritage.  Visitors can take a trip to the top of the 
building (hard hats provided ) for a wonderful view of 
its surroundings  
Further information david.amos99@ntlworld.com    
 
 

Anne Whyte  at her Beauvale Priory 
Tearooms 

http://www.beauvalepriory.co.uk/
mailto:adrian.sissons@monkie.co.uk
mailto:david.amos99@ntlworld.com


The Griffin’s Head Inn, Papplewick 
This pub, which has stood at the crossroads in 
Papplewick for over 200 years, retains some of 
its historical features such as the well which con-
tinues to fill and drain according to the weather, 
and the old cellar once used as the village 
morgue when Coroner’s Courts were held in the 
Inn.  It now provides delicious food and drink, 
and is a convenient place to have a break whilst 
enjoying a day out in the area 
Further information  www.griffinshead.co.uk 
 

We shall be featuring these places again in later editions of the Newsletter 
Jenny Page and Jane Abrams 

Would you like to take an active role within the 
NLHA? 
 
After 12 years in the post our Secretary Colin Whitham will be stepping down at our 
AGM in March 2015 and consequently we are looking for a replacement. 
  
In general terms the role involves ensuring that committee meetings and other meetings 
(such as the AGM) are properly administered. The Secretary also needs to ensure that 
the requirements of The Charities Commission are met and that annual returns are 
made as appropriate and in the correct format. The Association’s registration details 
need to be current and accurate and the relevant insurances need to be properly main-
tained. 
We are looking for is someone who is organised and methodical, able to take good min-
utes, able to keep accurate records, has the relevant skills to organise a meeting well, has 
some knowledge of the law relating to the Secretary’s role and is able to give clear ad-
vice on procedural matters.  
 
Above all the key requirement is that you need to be patient and tolerant with a good 
sense of humour, unless meetings are over-running in which case you have the right to 
be grumpy! 
We are also looking for new members to strengthen our existing Committee and replace 
other members standing down at the AGM. This is an opportunity to represent your local 
society or group, to promote your particular interest, to contribute to the development 
of the Association and to get involved in making local history and heritage better and 
more accessible here in Nottinghamshire. 
 

NLHA 
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ANGEL ROW HISTORY FORUM 
Tuesday 10th February 2015 
An audience of 16 or so local history enthusiasts gathered 
together in the Cecil Roberts Room on the first floor of Not-
tingham’s Central Library to hear about local history activities 
and projects and for the chance to examine large scale maps 
of historic Nottingham from the library’s own map collection. 

Following coffee and introductions John Parker, NLHA Chair-
man, outlined the support services available to individual his-
torians and local history societies from NLHA in terms of help 
with setting up and hosting websites and grants available for local his-
tory publications. 

Alison Montgomery of Nottingham Community and Voluntary Service (NCVS) began the main part of 
the meeting with an overview of a volunteer-based heritage project undertaken by NCVS exploring the 
history of the Nottingham Society for Organising Charity, the forerunner of NCVS, founded in 1875. Vol-
unteers are being sought to take place in a series of workshops where they will be guided and 
equipped with the skills to explore the difficulties faced by the poorest residents of Nottingham in the 
period from 1875 to 1901, the struggles that they faced, the statutory and non-statutory support os-
tensibly available to them, and the repercussions of the choices they made in the times of greatest dif-
ficulties. The project will run for six months, it will take place in the City centre and is due to start in late 
March 2015. Anyone interested in taking part should contact Alison by phone at 0115 9349553 or by 
email at alisonm@nottinghamcvs.co.uk. 

Alison is also in involved in organising the Lenton Martinmas Fair for 2015 for which she is also looking 
for volunteers. There is an open invitation for anyone interested in taking part to come along to a 
meeting on Thursday 26 February at 6pm at the Dunkirk and Lenton Partnership Forum office (5-7 
Church Square, Lenton, NG7 1SL). Or for more information email Alison at fo-
rum@dunkirkandlenton.co.uk. 

The main part of the meeting was focussed on historical maps of Nottingham with examples provided 
from the library’s map collection. Robert Howard began by retelling how, when browsing a second-
hand shop, he had come across a book of Nottingham maps dated to 1914 and showing proposed 
housing developments which, in the event, were put off until after the end of the Great War. Robert 
went on to explain how maps were a vital tool for historians; how they show changes across time; how 
bus and tram maps show the development of new estates and the movement of people; how boundary 
and ward maps show political and demographic changes. Dorothy Ritchie from the Local Studies Library 
pointed out that Speed’s map of Nottingham shows virtually the same street pattern and layout in cen-
tral Nottingham of 1610 that we have today. Mo Cooper, Heritage Officer at St Anns Allotments, uses 
old maps to show enquirers what their gardens looked like 100 years ago. Old maps in PDF format are 
available on-line at Nottingham Insight  www.nottinghaminsight.org.uk.                                 

                                             

John Parker 

11/02/2015 
 

 

NLHA 

Alison Montgomery of Nottingham 
Community and Voluntary Service 
(NCVS) doing her presentation  

mailto:alisonm@nottinghamcvs.co.uk
mailto:forum@dunkirkandlenton.co.uk
mailto:forum@dunkirkandlenton.co.uk
http://www.nottinghaminsight.org.uk


GROUPS/MUSEUMS/HERITAGE 
VENUES 
If you have any news, events or information that you 
wish to pass on to us you can do so in a variety of ways: 
- 

 Annually or six monthly to go in our diary of events 
on our website and in The Nottinghamshire Histo-
rian Magazine (contact John Parker chair-
man@nlha.org.uk) 

 For the monthly newsletter (contact sarahnews@nlha.org.uk) 

 As an article for The Nottinghamshire Historian Magazine (contact Sarah) 

 For information/articles for the website contact John Parker 

 You can have your own login for the NLHA website and submit your own events should you prefer 
to manage items yourself contact John for more information. 

Heritage Tour - St Anns Allotments 
25/03/2015: 1.30pm St Anns Allotments Visitor Centre, 121 
Ransom Road Nottingham, NG3 3LH £3 donation (children 
free) Tel 0115 958 9255, www.staa-allotments.org.uk  
History tour of this grade 2* listed detached garden site . Allow 90 mins 
to learn about the 700 years of history of the site, meet a gardener, see 
the heritage garden and the visitor centre. RESERVE YOUR PLACE NOW  

Watson Fothergill, His Life and Work 
Tuesday 31st March 2015: 2.30pm West Bridgford Library £3.00 
Booking advised 0115 981 6506  
Darren Turner talks about Nottingham's most famous 19th century architect.  

Spring 2015 Indoor Aeroboot 
07 / March / 2015: 9.00am until 2.00pm Newark Air Museum - Hangar 2 £4.50 per person 

admin@newarkairmuseum.org or 01636 707170 A charitable fund raising event that is hosted by Newark Air 
Museum twice a year, at which sellers have stalls amongst the aircraft in the main display hangar to sell 
assorted aviation goods. The event is open to everyone and there is always a mix of aviation items, includ-
ing: pre-owned books; aviation postcards; photographs; publications; clothing, aircraft pieces; plastic 
models and assorted collectables. Up to 48 tables are normally occupied and these accommodate both 
local sellers and people from across the UK. The event opens to buyers at 9am and normally some sellers 
start packing away by 1pm.  
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People's Histreh   
Since the start of 2014, People’s Histreh have been working on an extensive research 
project, looking into the cases of the 103 Sherwood Foresters who were sentenced to 
death or sentenced on mutiny charges during World War One. 

They approached this from the outset as a long term project and plan to publish a series of pamphlets, look-
ing into the individual cases as well as their wider context. 

People’s Histreh are delighted to launch the first two issues of these pamphlets, the first introducing and con-
textualising the project, the second looking into the case of a soldier sentenced to death on the Western 
Front on February 5th, 1915. 

The pamphlets are now available on as free downloads (distribute and quote as you like – non-commercial 
use only!): 
 
https://peopleshistreh.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/103foresters_issue01_version1.pdf 
 
Introducing and contextualising their research project 

Featuring an introduction to the project, information on the subject of military law and its enforcement during 
WWI in general and regarding capital punishments and mutiny prosecutions in particular. The pamphlet also 
summarises the cases of the 103 Foresters 
 
https://peopleshistreh.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/103foresters_issue02_version1.pdf 
 
The First Case – W Harvey’s death sentence, Western Front, February 1915 

Examining and debating the backgrounds of the soldiers in Harvey’s unit, who were sent into France in 
1914. Also outlining their early wartime experiences during Winter 1914-15, before discussing W Harvey’s 
identity and the circumstances of his case. 

Please keep an eye on their blog for upcoming publications in this series as well as other news and updates. 
 
 https://peopleshistreh.wordpress.com/ 
 
'Historic Gardens of  Nottinghamshire' by 
Philip E. Jones  
 
A fascinating insight into the history of some of Not-
tinghamshire's gardens, including Welbeck, Thoresby, 
Clumber, Newstead and Flintham. Thursday 16th April 
2015 at 2pm. Floor 1, Nottingham Central Library, An-
gel Row, Nottingham. Admission free, but prior book-
ing essential.  
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The Nottinghamshire Building Preservation Trust 
have been awarded a £10,000 grant by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund to explore the possibility of restoring 
the Grade II listed Robin Hood Hotel, on the corner 
of Lombard Street and the Great North Road, New-
ark. 
 
The grant will allow the Trust to produce a feasibility 
study looking at whether it is possible for them to 
purchase and restore the premises, which have 
been empty since 2000.  The study will also consider 
the options for bringing the 18th century buildings 

back into full working use. This feasibility study will be complete by mid-2015, after which the Trust will 
decide whether to apply for another HLF grant to progress the project further.  
 
Speaking on behalf of NBPT, who themselves have committed up to £5,000 to extend the research, David 
Atkins commented, “NBPT is delighted that, with the support of volunteers and led professionals, it can 
explore a sustainable future for these visually important buildings.” 
 
For Newark and Sherwood District Council, Councillor Peter Duncan added, “Through our involvement 
with NBPT, the Council is delighted to have secured the constructive involvement of HLF in our attempt to 
resolve this impasse on behalf of all concerned. The status quo is not acceptable.” 
 
Vanessa Harbar, Head of HLF East Midlands, said, “This grant will give the Trust the resources needed to 
develop and strengthen their plans for the site. These buildings are an important part of Newark’s history 
but are currently in a poor state and HLF looks forward to seeing how the Trust plans to bring them back 
into sustainable use.” 
 
On behalf of the developer MF Strawson, Tim Bradford of Banks Long & Co observed, “We have been 
working with NBPT over recent months and are committed to looking at all options for the redevelopment 
of this site.  The NBPT initiative is just one of those options and we have made it clear to all concerned that 
should we be in a position to implement our planning permission for the whole site, then we will have no 
hesitation in moving along the route of delivering a comprehensive scheme.” 
 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
NBPT Hon. Secretary: Mr David Atkins, NBPT Hon. - 01949 20390  - e-mail: david.atkins1@virgin.net 
or 
Administrative Assistant Marion Edwards - 0115 9392459 - e-mail: mimsie@nannas.fsnet.co.uk 
(Wednesdays only 01636 819555 - e-mail: nbpt@btclick.com) 
 

Trust Given Funding to Develop Plans to Consider the Future of  Robin 
Hood Hotel 

Page 9 

Volume 1, Issue 19 



  

Would you like free entry to our day schools?  NLHA Volunteers 
needed. 
We are looking to recruit volunteers to help serve refreshments at our two day schools, 
this involves the procurement, making and serving tea, coffee and biscuits during the reg-
istration period and at lunchtime.  Free entry into the day school is provided for all volun-
teers. Please contact us if interested. 

Are Your Details up to Date? 
 If you are a local history group could you please ensure that all contact details are up to date on our 
website and send copies of all your newsletters to Sarah Seaton via sarahnews@nlha.org.uk or contact 
us by post so that we can distribute relevant events via our newsletter.  Diary events should still be sub-
mitted in the usual way. Please ensure that all news items have ‘news’ in the heading/title. 

John Parker Chairman  
chairman@nlha.org.uk 
 
Chris Weir Vice Chairman 
& Youth Coordinator, 
vicechairman@nlha.org.uk  
 
Colin Whitham Secretary 
secretary@nlha.org.uk 
 
David Anderson 
Membership Secretary 
and Treasurer 
treasurer@nlha.org.uk 
 
Sarah Seaton Editor, 
Nottinghamshire Historian 
editor@nlha.org.uk 
 
Jenny Page Membership 
promotions, 
youth@nlha.org.uk  
 
Susan Griffiths Web 
Editor 
web@nlha.org.uk 
 
Sarah Seaton News 
Reporter, Newsletter 
Editor. 
sarahnews@nlha.org.uk 
 

Martinmas is coming back for 2015! 

In 2014 the Dunkirk and Lenton Partnership brought the Martinmas Fair 
back to Nottingham for the first time in almost a century. They want to now 
bring it back bigger and better for 2015, to make more of the site, its heri-
tage, and the fair’s unique history, and to bring back its large market. They 
need YOU to be part of the organising, planning or running of this commu-
nity event or part of an organising committee. If you have skills or contacts 
in event management, heritage & re-enactment, community events, or chil-
dren’s activities or just interested in researching & sharing Lenton’s medie-
val history please get in touch.  First held in 1164, this annual event put Not-
tingham on the map internationally. Help them to celebrate this history. 

Or for more information, or to get involved, contact Alison or Fiona on 0115 
9588590 or at manager@dunkirkandlenton.co.uk 

Alison Montgomery Dunkirk and Lenton Partnership Forum  

5-7 Church Square 

Lenton  

Nottingham NG7 1SL 

Tuesday and Thursday 0115 9588590 (answerphone available) 

forum@dunkirkandlenton.co.uk 

Working together~what we do best 

NLHA 

www.nlha.org.uk 

Would you like to receive every edition of 
this newsletter direct to your email?  If so 
please send your details to us.            
chairman@nlha.org.uk  

https://www.eventbrite.com/event/8890895909/?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NDQ0MTc2NS9zYXJhaG5ld3NAbmxoYS5vcmcudWsvMA%3D%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformal001&utm_term=eventpage
https://www.eventbrite.com/event/8890895909/?ref=enivtefor001&invite=NDQ0MTc2NS9zYXJhaG5ld3NAbmxoYS5vcmcudWsvMA%3D%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformal001&utm_term=eventpage
mailto:manager@dunkirkandlenton.co.uk
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